
 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

As you may be aware, a growing number of families are eligible for means-tested Free 

School Meals. This is often due to a change in circumstances, sometimes linked to the 

pandemic. In many cases, families assume that they would not be eligible so do not apply.   

  

If your child is Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, they will automatically receive ‘Universal Free 

School Meals’. Therefore, applying for the means tested grant may seem less worthwhile. 

However, for every eligible child who successfully applies for Free School Meals, the school 

receives a substantial amount of Pupil Premium funding which is used to provide vital 

additional learning resources and support. This year, we are also able to support eligible 

and registered pupils with a small contribution towards uniform costs and subsidised music 

lessons. Therefore, it is vital that every child who is eligible is registered.  

 

Applying for Free School Meals does not mean that your child needs to take a school lunch. 

They can continue to enjoy a packed lunch if you would prefer, with the Pupil Premium 

benefits still being allocated to the school.   

 

We urge all parents to apply for these benefits here:  www.cornwall.gov.uk/schoolmeals.   

The process is very straightforward and you will get an immediate indication as to your 

entitlement.  If you would like any support completing this application, please do get in 

touch so that we can help.  

 

The money is there to be granted but if you do not apply, the school will not receive these 

extra funds and the children could miss out on additional resources that this funding could 

provide.   

 

The school also receives extra funding for children if either of the parents are in the forces.  

If you think this applies to you and we don’t know about it, please come in and let us know 

at the office. 

 

To learn more about how we use our Pupil Premium funding, please click here: 

https://www.penpolschool.co.uk/pupil-premium/  

 

If you are already in receipt of Pupil Premium funding, no further action is required. 

 

Thank you so much for your support with this very important issue. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Chris Chislett  

Headteacher 

head@penpol.cornwall.sch.uk 
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